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Introduction 


In 1982 Mildred Cadwell Doubet, with my late wife Maxine Cadwell Benjamin as co-researcher, 
published the thoroughly researched book “Cadwells in America” (Reference 1). This book primarily 
documented their direct ancestral line back to a Thomas Cadwell of Hartford, Connecticut. The book 
concluded that Thomas was the progenitor of the Cadwell family in America. His country of origin was 
unspecified, but tacitly assumed to be England. Their line of descent was through Thomas’ second son, 
also named Thomas. The line of descent through Thomas’ eldest son, Edward, also was documented for 
several generations. 


Ten years later, in 1992, “Fourteen Generations of the Cadwell Family in America” (Reference 2) was 
published by Sharon Jeanne Cadwell Geer and Gary Dallas Cadwell. This book also traced primarily 
direct-line ancestry. Information about the earlier generations was based upon early Bible records and 
an 1855 family document. Although respecting the data from the Doubet book, the authors offered the 
alternative conclusion that Thomas was not the first of the Cadwell line in America. Instead, they 
referenced brothers Edward and Matthew Cadwell, documented as arriving in America either “soon 
after 1620” or “before 1630”. 


This paper examines and explains the differing conclusions of these two books. Further, using data from 
multiple sources, its analysis shows that Thomas Cadwell was not the progenitor of the Cadwell family in 
America and was of Scottish ancestry. 


Background and Sources for Analysis 


For simplicity the two books will be referred to as the Doubet book and the Geer book. The line-of- 
descent data provided by these books for Edward Cadwell, eldest son of Thomas, will be compared. 
Both books contain such data for at least the four generations below Thomas. 


Three items of information pertinent to the analysis are presented on the following pages. These come 
from varied sources, ranging from full documentation to a family Bible and informal family records. All 
sources used in the analysis are presumed valid, and good confirmation exists for this presumption. 


Further related information is provided in two appendices. The first treats the question of where the 
brothers Edward and Matthew Cadwell might have landed in early America. The second explains why a 
“Walter Cadwell” is often erroneously cited as the father of Thomas Cadwell of Hartford. 


Item 1: From Reference 2, p. vii 


"March 1855 at Yorkville Racine Co Wisconsin 
E. S. Cadwell" 


On the following page, he goes on to state: 


"In 1620 two brothers, Edward and Matthew Cadwell “late 
from Holland and formerly from Scotland,” landed in New 
England soon after the Pilgrims landed in the 
Mayflower, according to a family Bible. Edwards son 


Edward Cadwell had twelve sons: Abraham, William, 
Ne hemi ah, Matthew, Edward, David, Daniel, Joseph, 
Timothy, ron, Moses and Zedlar. Edward Cadwell’s 


wife died at the advanced age of 103 years; her son 
Nehemiah*s wife died at the age of 105 years." 


Next, Sage Adams Hall adds the following explanatory 
information: 


"Nehemiah“s son Ashbel was Phineas Cadwell“s father, 
and here Ebenezer’s (Phineas“ son) records begin (These 
records have been continued and expanded by various 


RELEVANT INFORMATION: Edward and Matthew Cadwell came from Scotland via Holland early in the 
1620s; Edward had son Edward Jr. and grandson Nehemiah; Nehemiah had son Ashbel and grandson 
Phineas |. (Note: “E. S.Cadwell”, the author, was Ebenezer Smith Cadwell, son of Phineas |). ( See Item 3 
below.) 


Item 2: From Reference 3, p. 46 


To New England before 1630. Brother of Matthew C. 


(A.A.. ix, 66) 650 
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L, Matthew. To New England before 1630. Brother of Edward C. 
A. A.s iX, 66) 651 
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RELEVANT INFORMATION: Edward Cadwell, his son Edward Jr., and Edward’s brother Matthew arrived 
in New England before 1630. 


Item 3: From Reference 4, p. 339 


NOTE: This crucial item was unearthed by Maxine Cadwell Benjamin at the Family History Library, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS), Salt Lake City, Utah after both the Doubet and Geer 
books had been published. It was not known to those earlier authors. 


History of Harrison County, Iowa 
National Publishing Company 
Chicago, IL 1891 
Page 339 
Honorable Phineas Cadwell is among the early Pioneers of Harrison 

County and has been prominently indentified with its growth developement; 
He has lived to see what was little less than a howling Wilderness trans- 
formed into a well-tilled garden spot on the Missouri Slope, 


he Cadwells are of Scotch Descent and are able to trace their Ancestry 
back nine generations, It is found that Edward Cadwell was the father of 
two sons, Edward Jr., and Matthew, who landed in New England from Scotland, 
but formerly from Holland, soon after the landing of the Pilgrims, who sailed 
in the Mayflower in 1620. Edward's wife died at the extreme age of 103 years, 
being the mother of twelve sons — Abraham; William; Nehemiah; Matthew; Edward; 
Daniel; David; Joseph; Timothy; Aaron; Moses; Tellar. 

Nehemiah's wife died at the advanced age of 105 years and they were the 
parents of Ashbel — born 1735 — died 1785. He married Lydia Smith( 1727-1798) 
Their Children were: Phineas born 2/28/1757 — Lydia — Ashbel and Deborah 
This Phineas married Eleanor Haydon and fought in the Revolutionary War.) 

He died at the home of his son Ebenezer Smith Cadwell at Walworth County, 
Wisconsin. 

(Phineas—the subject) came to Harrison County October 6, 1854 (Magnolia Tushp.) 
In 1874, Phineas and George Wi. Fiske started what was known as Cadweil's Bank, 
operating at Logan and Woodbine. 


RELEVANT INFROMATION: The Cadwells came from Scotland via Holland soon after 1620; the subject of 
this item, Phineas Cadwell II (son of Ebenezer Smith Cadwell and grandson of Phineas |), can trace his 
Cadwell ancestry back nine generations, i.e., he is of the tenth generation of Cadwells in America; 
Nehemiah was the son of Edward Jr. and the father of Ashbel; Ebenezer Smith Cadwell was the son of 
Phineas I. 


NOTE: There might be a question as to whether or not the Edward, Edward Jr., and Mathew Cadwell of 
Item 2 are the same as those referred to in Items 1 and 3. If one thinks of how few Europeans were in 
America during this time period, it is clear that the probablility that there were two sets of brothers with 
identical names is infinitesimally small. All three items clearly deal with the same people. 


Analysis 
The senior author of the Geer book had this comment (Reference 2, p. ix) upon first reading the Doubet 


book (Reference 1): 


When her beautifully bound, VERY well-researched, well- 
written book entitled CADWELLS IN AMERICA arrived at our home, we 
were amazed and rather skeptical to find that she listed our 
progenitor in this country as one THOMAS CADWELL, yet the 
information presented in her book exactly matched the information 
we had relating to Nehemiah and his son, Ashbel. She and her 
sister, Maxine C. (Mrs. Roland) Benjamin, spent fifteen years 
researching the information contained in this book, and what they 
found regarding the origins of the Cadwell family in America must 


be credited as factual. 


Based upon the information Geer had, her scepticism was warranted. The partial agreement showed 
that the data being compared from the two books were concerned with a single line of descent. But 
how could the data for Nehemiah and Ashbel from both books agree well and yet earlier data differ so 


drastically? It is the purpose of this paper to answer this question. 


To begin, let the two ancestral lines be placed side by side as in Figure 1. The two lines agree well for 
Nehemiah and Ashbel. (A one-year discrepancy in birthdates such as appears for Ashbel is not 
uncommon in early records.) However, above Nehemiah there is serious disagreement. Although two 
successive Edwards appear in each ancestral line, they cannot possibly be the same persons. Edward Jr., 
who arrived here in the 1620s, could not possibly have been the father of Nehemiah, born in 1711. The 
two successive Edwards in the Geer book seem to be misplaced datewise. 


LINE OF DESCENT CHARTS 


Doubet Book Geer Book 
Thomas 
?-1694 
Edward Edward 
1660-1716 ?-? 
Edward Edward Jr. 
1681-1751 ?-? 
Nehemiah Nehemiah 
1711-1751 1711-1751 
Ashbel Ashbel 
1736-1785 1735-1785 
Phineas | 
1757-1857 


Ebenezer Smith 
1787-1879 


Phineas II 
1824-1911 


FIGURE 1 


The likely explanation is simple. At some earlier time a family historian who was tracing the line 
backward, encountered the two successive Edwards shown in the line from the Doubet book and 
jumped to the erroneous conclusion that these were the two early Scottish emigrants, Edward and 
Edward Jr., said to have arrived soon after 1620. The large chronological gap which this assumption 
created was not recognized. 


This leads to the question “By how many generations were Edward and Edward Jr. misplaced in the Geer 
data?”. Fortunately, Item 3 above provides the key information which answers this question. Phineas II 
is stated to be of the tenth generation, which indicates that there must have been five generations 
preceding Nehemiah. Since the ancestral line from the Doubet book is known to be correct, in order to 
provide five generations above Nehemiah, Edward and Edward Jr. must be placed in the positions 
shown in Figure 2, i.e., in the generations just before Thomas Cadwell. 


LINE OF DESCENT CHARTS 

Doubet Book Geer Book 
Edward 
?-? 
Edward Jr. 
?-? 

Thomas 

?-1694 

Edward 

1660-1716 

Edward 

1681-1751 

Nehemiah Nehemiah 

1711-1751 1711-1751 

Ashbel Ashbel 

1736-1785 1735-1785 
Phineas | 
1757-1857 
Ebenezer Smith 
1787-1879 
Phineas II 
1824-1911 

FIGURE 2 


From the Doubet book it is known that the line upward from Nehemiah was Edward-Edward- 
Thomas. Combining the Geer source and the tenth-generation position of Phineas Il, it is clear that the 
next two positions above Thomas must be occupied by the emigrants Edward Jr. and Edward. 
Therefore, it is seen that the two lines must be identical as shown in Figure 3. 


LINE OF DESCENT CHARTS 
Doubet Book Geer Book 
Edward Edward 
?-? ?-? 
Edward Jr. Edward Jr. 
?-? ?-? 
Thomas Thomas 
?-1694 ?-1694 
Edward Edward 
1660-1716 1660-1716 
Edward Edward 
1681-1751 1681-1751 
Nehemiah Nehemiah 
1711-1751 1711-1751 
Ashbel Ashbel 
1736-1785 1735-1785 
Phineas | 
1757-1857 
Ebenezer Smith 
1787-1879 
Phineas Il 
1824-1911 
FIGURE 3 


Summary 


Based on Items 1, 2, and 3 above, this analysis has demonstrated that the Cadwell ancestral line is as 
shown in Figure 3. From this, the following conclusions are true: 


1. Edward Cadwell, who came to America from Scotland via Holland between 1620 and 1630, was the 
progenitor of the Cadwell family in America. 


2. Edward Cadwell Jr. was the father of Thomas Cadwell. 


3. Thomas Cadwell was a third-generation American of Scottish ancestry. 


In retrospect, it is seen that both the Doubet book and the Geer book were correct in one sense but 
incorrect in another. In the Doubet book, the line of descent down from Thomas was correct, but the 
statement that Thomas was the Cadwell progenitor in America was wrong. Conversely, the Geer book 
correctly identified the Scottish emigrants Edward and Edward Jr. as heading the Cadwell line in America 
but misplaced them by three generations in the family line of descent. 


Thus, these two books complemented each other very well, but neither had the full Cadwell family 
story. Item 2 (Reference 3) confirmed the existence of the two emigrant Edwards from Scotland as 
claimed in Item 1. Item 3 (Reference 4) repeated the emigrant claim and identified Phineas II as tenth- 
generation. The latter information furnished the crucial key to placing these two Edwards in their 
proper places at the head of the family line. This placement also showed that Edward Jr. was the father 
of Thomas Cadwell. 


Both Item 2 and Item 3 were necessary to resolve the differences between the conclusions of the two 
books. However, none of the books’ authors were aware of Item 3 at the time of writing. All of the 
researchers are to be complimented on their efforts locating the sources which provided the data 
leading to the conclusions above. 
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AUTHOR’S NOTE: All of the research leading to this analysis was done by my late wife Maxine Cadwell 
Benjamin, asuperb genealogist. This author merely has fitted the pieces together. Comments are 
welcomed either through FamilySearch or to rolben@earthlink.com. 


APPENDIX 1 


The Question of Port of Arrival 





Where did the Cadwell emigrants first land in America? The question is simple, but the answer is not. 

At the time of their arrival, sometime between 1620 and 1630, the choice was very limited. Boston, a 
favored entry port, was not yet available. A single family settled in the area near Boston in 1625 and led 
a solitary existence until the Winthrop fleet arrived and founded the town of Boston in 1630. The only 
significant settlement in New England during this decade was the Plymouth Colony. However, it is very 
unlikely that they entered America there. 


The Plymouth Colony Pilgrims came to America to secure religious freedom, but it was only freedom to 
follow their own religious beliefs; it did not apply to other religions. Membership in and attendance at 
the established church was compulsory. It is very doubtful that the Cadwells, who were likely either 
Catholic or Church of Scotland members, would have been accepted there. Also mitigating against 
Plymouth as their landing place is the fact that the Cadwell name does not appear in any early Plymouth 
records. 


There are but two other known choices. There were tiny isolated fishing settlements on a few of the 
Maine peninsulas. Originally they were inhabited only seasonally, but later some had year-round 
occupancy. These do not seem plausible for the Cadwells either. 


The remaining possibility is the area around present-day New York City, which the Dutch had occupied 
for some time. By 1623 Dutch fur trading posts had been established as far away as Fort Nassau on he 
Hudson River near today’s Albany, New York and Fort Hope on the Connecticut River near present-day 
Hartford, Connecticut. New Amsterdam, which became New York City, was formally established in 1624 
although settlers were in the area ealier. 


Recall that the family records say that the Cadwells came “via Holland.” Perhaps they did arrive in New 
Amsterdam, remained there for some time, and later the third-generation Thomas Cadwell came up the 
Connecticut River to Hartford. Although Reference 2 states that the Cadwells came to New England, this 
probably means only that they were first recorded in New England. How did it all actually happen? We 
will never know. 
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APPENDIX 2 


The Walter Cadwell Myth 


The name of Walter Cadwell, born c.1604 in Scotland, is very often found (erroneously) in family trees as 
the father of Thomas Cadwell. This assertion is disproven by the above analysis, but it should have been 
obvious from the outset that it was false. The dictionary of Scottish emigrants, Reference 3, makes no 
mention of a Walter Cadwell, and there is no known credible documentation linking this Walter in any 
way to the American Cadwells. 


The fallacy of this assertion is also made very clear from consideration of Colonial naming practice. Asa 
general rule (with exceptions, of course), in the male line an ancestor’s given name would be repeated 
in the immediately following generations, often several times in large families. 


A common practice was to name the first one or two sons for their grandfather(s) and a succeeding son 
for the father. This is illustrated in the Thomas Cadwell family, where the first son was named Edward 
for his two grandfathers, both named Edward (Cadwell and Stebbins), and the second son was named 
Thomas for his father. Additionally, the fourth son was named Matthew, which may or may not have 
reflected a connection to the emigrant Matthew. 


A survey of the index of the Doubet book shows that the given name of Walter does not appear at all 
among the hundreds of Cadwell first names of succeeding generations. This alone is almost certain 
proof that any connection between a Walter Cadwell and Thomas Cadwell is a myth. 


This error likely came about in the following way. When computerized genealogy was in its infancy 
more than thirty years ago, the LDS Church developed two computer programs, initially accessible only 
at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. One of these, the Ancestral File, was designated primarily 
for domestic purposes and showed family connections. The second, the International Genealogical 
Index (IGI), listed overseas persons but supplied no information about family ties. 


The name of Walter Cadwell of Scotland, born c.1604, appeared in the IGI. Because it was the only 
known Cadwell name earlier than Thomas, eager but misguided genealogists seized upon Walter as the 
father of Thomas with no proof whatsoever. Unfortunately, this error has now proliferated through 
countless Cadwell family trees due to people blindly copying one from another. 
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